(c) Raptor rehabilitation. A falconer may assist a permitted migratory bird rehabilitator in conditioning raptors for release to the wild and may keep such a raptor in a falconry facility. Such birds do not count against the falconer's possession limit under §65.267 of this title (relating to Permit Privileges and Restrictions); however, the facility standards set forth in §65.268 of this title (relating to Equipment and Facility Standards; Related Provisions) apply to rehabilitation birds temporarily housed in a falconry facility, provided the falconer:   

(1) is listed as a subpermitee on the rehabilitator's permit; and  

 (2) possesses a letter or form, signed by the rehabilitator, certifying that the raptor is being temporarily possessed for rehabilitation purposes. The form shall include the rehabilitator's name, physical address, telephone number, and permit number.   

(3) Within 180 days, a raptor possessed by a permittee under the provisions of this subsection shall be:    (A) released to the wild;    (B) transferred to the permittee as a raptor under the permittee's falconry permit; or    (C) returned to the rehabilitator from whom the raptor was obtained, unless the permittee has been specifically authorized in writing by the department to retain the raptor for longer than 180 days.   

(4) A raptor that cannot be permanently released to the wild shall be returned to the rehabilitator from whom the raptor was obtained.
