Southern Director's Report - July 2011
It’s early summer -  windy and very warm around Houston.  Mike Wiegel has been out of the country so I have been taking care of his Barbary tiercel.  Jim Ince is looking serious about flying a bird this fall, after a several year break.  To prove it, Jim acquired some homers and they are already sitting on eggs.  A few weeks ago Jim took me out to a Cooper’s hawk nest in a Houston neighborhood; the nest itself was over the street.  Initially we saw only the nest, but soon spotted three fully fledged branchers sitting in a tree just across the street.  What a great sight - I had some twinges of regret about already having two hawks.

Mike Wiegel’s first-year apprentice, Cliff Johnston, is planning to trap a juvenile Harris’ when he gets all his permit, facilities, and furniture issues straightened out.  Cameron Turner has the peripatetic red-tail, Katy, back in his mew.  An excellent hawk, Katy was transferred from Cameron to Cody Birdwell last January, and then back again at season’s end.  Cameron has had a busy schedule, among other things, attaining the rank of Eagle Scout in June.

It’s only early July, yet my red-shouldered hawk is just a few weeks away from finishing her molt. I have never heard of such a fast completion. The transformation is amazing and she is beginning to look like a real red-shoulder.  What a beauty.  She’ll be ready to ambush some starlings after I get back from a climbing trip.  Ms. Elbert’s molting weight is between 625 and 650 grams, but she caught a cotton rat last winter at 700.  Perhaps I’ll have to bring her weight up to get her hunting again (that was a weak attempt at humor).  My red-tail, Cisco, is plodding along with the molt as usual.  He’ll be flyable in late October.  With the rabbits expected to be scarce, I was lucky to find a squirrel haven near my house.
Last year was dry in Houston and the rabbit numbers were down.  This year looks to be far worse, an inconvenience for us falconers, but a real disaster for farmers and ranchers around the state, and the drought is putting pressure on municipal water supplies.  Houston has a voluntary water conservation plan in place.

Two friends of mine, my nephew and I are getting ready to climb Mt. Massive west of Leadville, CO; the date planned is July 23.  To get ready I have been hiking and biking in the sweltering heat, as well as climbing up and down Addicks Dam, a 5.5 mile walk from my house.  A few years ago we climbed Mt. Elbert across the valley from Mt. Massive.  These are the two tallest mountains in CO, second and third in the US respectively, behind California’s Mt. Whitney.  My red-shouldered hawk is named after the mountain. Next summer we plan to climb Mt. Harvard, third highest in the state.

2012 THA Meet

Once again, I am 2012 THA Meet Coordinator/Chair, or whatever the title is.  Here are some items relating to next January’s field meet: it will be held in Abilene from January 13th to 16th. The meet hotel venue is still open, but I am guessing it will be at the Whitten again.  Sheldon Nicolle and Lynne Holder, the room and board department, are working on the issue.  The keynote speaker will be Ed Pitcher.  The Friday night speaker’s spot is still open, but last I heard, Dr. Greg Moore is considering it. It is very likely that our friends Bob Dalton and Diana Durman-Walters will attend the meet again.  They really like THA and its members and the feeling is mutual. 

Old News:

Shown here is a picture taken at last February’s THA Associates Mini-Meet, hosted by Cody Birdwell, Lynne Holder and me.  The freezing weather right up until the day of the meet trimmed down the number of participants, but we had a nice crowd of diehards.  We flew two red-tailed hawks, a Harris’s hawk, and a red-shouldered hawk. Three of the four hawks caught game, catching two cotton rats and a large swamp rabbit among them.  Everyone had a good time and a small group of us went to lunch at La Hacienda Mexican Restaurant around mid-day.  Afterwards three of us took the red-shouldered hawk out to Katy, TX where she put in some nice flights, and snagged one of the cotton rats previously mentioned.  Interestingly, the red-shouldered hawk on Jim Ince’s fist looks huge, as big as Cody’s FRT, when she is really the smallest of the four hawks shown.  
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THA Associates Mini-Meet - Front row L to R: Cody Birdwell (with Katy), Lynne Holder (Dart), Chuck Redding (Cisco), Dalton Barker, Jim Ince (Ms. Elbert).  Back row L to R: Zach Marnitz, Emrah Binatli, The Barkers (Stephanie, Logan, and Eddy), Daniel Rasi, Nathan Andrews.  Photo by Stephanie Jennings

News from other members in the Southern Directorate:

“Steve Oleson has a new eyas red-headed falcon named Josie. She is very playful and lots of fun. She flew free for the first time in early July and chased wild birds on her second free flight. In her first free flight she was chased by scissortailed flycatchers. Steve recovered her 20 minutes later. During Josie's 5th free flight she killed a rock, several times and maimed a sunflower!”
Cody Birdwell

“Well, I am planning on flying a Coopers hawk next season, the pigeons are busily breeding, and I am making some hoods. Besides that I am just doing the normal summer thing.“
Rob Evans

“O.K... I am working with my almost 10 month old chocolate lab, " Otter. " He is a character, big and smart; we will get the keep-away game under control soon and he loves water!!! If not a Cooper’s hawk this fall I will fly a red-tailed hawk unless i can get away to trap a Harris’ hawk... Here is a picture of "Otter" when he was a lil' pup and a Cooper’s hawk pic a friend from california sent me.”[image: image2.jpg]
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Keith Denman

“Hello Mr. Chuck:

How have you been doing? Hope all is going well with you. I will attach some pics of my Harris' hawk for you to look at and if you guys would like to post them be my guest.

Hope to see you this coming season for some hawking fun.

Thanks, Keith
PS  1st picture is the west Texas female Harris' on a swamp rabbit, second is a picture of my Ferggi, third is my female Harris' again on a squirrel in the snow.”
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“Rebecca McMinn will be giving a short talk on Falconry in Texas, September of 2011 in San Antonio, Texas.  She will be using photos and some content from the Texas Hawking Association web resources, among others, including the Federal and Texas Regulations.  She and her son, Sam, recently joined the THA and look forward to On the Wing each time it appears in the mailbox.  Rebecca's interest in birds of prey began in her adolescence when hawks took her precious homing pigeons from the air.  She witnessed many takings by the raptors with facination and also pain, as she watched her pigeons try to outfly the hawks.  Some of her pets were able to make it back to the coop, but with some minor to major injuries, especially to the chest muscles so essential for flight.  Some recovered with her help and care along with that given by nature, others did not survive.  At the same time, she loved the beauty of the hunt, the loveliness and dignity of the raptors, including the great owls.  Later as an adult, she took and enjoyed a college course in ornithology, she and her son birdwatched, studied the behavior of many pet finches, and successfully raised many infant birds which had fallen from the nest.  Learning about raptors and falconry followed--both she and her son are hooked.  She will send something for your reading after short talk for the next edition of On the Wing.”
Carlos Madurga (who taught me squirrel hawking)

“Hello Chuck. How goes it? No news here, keeping my licence current, but too busy with bees to fly a bird. Tell everyone hello for me. Later, Carlos”

Special Note – Jonathan would like to hear from us: 

“I understand my son, Jonathan Millican, has an article in On The Wing and wondered if you might send it to me. Should members want to direct "care packages" while he's deployed, just email me and I'll coordinate it. I received an email from him recently and he doesn’t need any "things" but articles about falconry, and notes or letters from falconers might be a nice escape for him while deployed in Afghanistan.

Thank you,

Denice Apgar”
dapgar1702@aol.com
Finally:
Please  ensure that you renew your TX hunting license when it expires in August.  The license is required for all hunting and hawk trapping activities.  By now, those of you with falconry permits expiring  in June of this year should already have your new ones in place.  Megan Russell at TPWS sent a pdf copy of mine to me via email.  It is a pleasure working with her.   

May your hawks have a successful molt - stay out of the heat

Chuck Redding

